EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM

Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: Bundeshandelsakademie INNSBRUCK (Austria)

	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.


	FREEDOM: Free choice of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of mind, political freedom, right to education,-association, -asylum,

-property

DIGNITY: Same rights irrespective of skin color or gender (fare payments a.s.o.), expectations of lifestyle (youth), free sexual orientation

	What in MY country?

According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Political freedom and expectation of lifestyles

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	We have to be open minded toward other cultures, religions, life-styles… So we can meet a person the first time without having any prejudice.

We can start at school, when we integrate immigrants or weaker personalities in the class.

Another way would be to establish a youth group, which is focused on equality in every aspects of life. The youth group could make an own homepage, organize festivals/events or parties for members or potential newcomers.

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Our opinion is that the EU should think about the new EU-members. If they will be ready for the EU because of culture, poverty lines, state debt or their ambitions for war or peace. Because if they’re not, it will affect the people in the EU countries and racism issues will rise.

Also look at the gender mainstream; so that women get as good jobs and as good stipendiums.

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?


	There should be more interaction between countries, such as student exchange programmes.

On a lower level the different cultural backgrounds of students

should be seen and treated as an enrichment to the whole class.

In doing so integration would be fostered.



	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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