EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARATORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: EQUALITY AND SOLIDARITY
School: THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL, NICOSIA, CYPRUS
	 Definitions
	Equality: equality before the law, non-discrimination, cultural, religious and linguistic diversity, equality between men and women, rights of the child and of the elderly, and integration of persons with disabilities.

Solidarity: Workers’ right to information and consultation within the undertaking, right of access to placement services, protection in the event of unjustified dismissal, fair and just working conditions, prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work, reconciliation of family and professional life, social security and social assistance, health care, environmental protection, and consumer protection



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Equality: Equal rights, no discrimination for all. 
All people should have equal opportunities; Fundamental human rights of members of different groups; Justice/fairness; Gender/racial/social equality.
Solidarity: Cooperation, unity among people to achieve common goals.

Common fight to achieve and safeguard fundamental rights; Support / fellowship for group members sharing common interests and responsibilities.

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Equality: Exploitation of immigrants in their work environment; Segregation of immigrants; Discrimination/racism based on gender/racial/religious differences.
Solidarity: Health care favouring members of the public sector; Higher / tertiary education in public institutions exclude/impair participation of students studying at private schools (17% of student population).

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Respect each other, irrespective of any differences;

Learn to be open minded and accept other cultures;
Learn to live and communicate with each other;

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	EU must formulate and implement laws and mechanisms for the protection of all citizens; EU must ensure that all young people have access to high quality education; EU must ensure that all citizens have access to high quality health systems; Organise campaigns through mass media to inform people of their rights and improve/promote social awareness.

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	EU must endeavour for preventive actions towards young people/students. The member states educational systems must incorporate vigorous programs for attaining civil awareness as regards citizens’ rights. EU must also take collective action to ensure that the necessary mechanisms, including laws, are functioning flawlessly, effectively and efficiently, in order to safeguard citizens’ rights, especially targeting, but not restricted to, health and education.

	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This document has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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