EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: Nørresundby Gymnasium og HF-kursus
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Dignity and freedom:
Human rights: We consider dignity and freedoms to be concepts that are embodied by the human rights. Therefore, protection of the human rights is of paramount interest when protecting dignity and freedom in Europe.   

Rules of war: During engagements of war ‘basic needs’ must be protected and honored. 

Policy of the Danish labour market: In Denmark we have organized the labour market based on the flexicurity-model. 
The Danish freedom of thought, expression and information had recently been tested by the contemporary society. For example: The Mohammed Cartoon Crisis, The publication of the Danish Commando’s experiences working in Afghanistan.  
Asylum: The Danish immigration policy has elements that are highly debatable because it is based on defending and enhancing key national interest and retaining as much of indigenous Danish Culture. 


	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	The Mohammed Cartoon crisis, self-censorship – freedom of speech vs. religious tolerance – Mohammed image provocation?  
Detainment in asylum camps: Immigrants are placed in Danish asylum centers and have very long periods of detainment often 3 or more years. For long periods of time the immigrant’s status is undecided.


	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Unconditional support for the freedom of expression.

Involvement in Non-Governmental Organizations. 

(I.e. Red Cross, ‘Læger uden grænser’).
Travel in order to form one’s own opinion.

Actively support and promote the civic rights through channels of political mobilization.


	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Ensure integrity and independence of European Court of Justice, so that common EU principles are respected.  
Keep a sensible balance of freedom of speech and other concerns (security, tolerance, stability) by keeping watch on national legislation. However, this element of supernational concern is often challenged by national sovereignity. 

Incidents such as the Muhammed cartoon crisis are hard to influence on EU level, but EU statesmen should strive to attain consensus on important events such as the cartoon crisis.



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	Teaching trough usage of examples that aim at enlightening and provoking the thoughts of the students since this topic is an entity to which there exists no definite answer.  


	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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