EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: Hungary
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	In our country the state provides opportunity for protecting human rights officially but there are still lot of problems in everyday life. It is very important to be aware of our rights and protect them. It is our task to take advantage of this.

What does freedom mean?

The power to do, say, think or write whatever we want and do what we think the best for us which doesn’t hurt the others’ freedom.

It also means: Having the right:

                                           - for liberty and security

                   
                - to think freely

                   
                -  to choose freely from different religions


          
                -  to assembly and write freely


            
                -  to express ourselves freely

                                            -   to give and get information

What does dignity mean?

Dignity: Everybody's legal due human dignity under bases  of this every person can demand the respect that is the acknowledgment of human dignity.

It means 

-  People feel respected 


        

- The right to study


        

- The right to be free


         

-  Abolish humiliation



	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Let’s take an example from schools
Before the fall of the Berlin Wall teachers had lot of control over students. They could punish the kids and some of them did it even physically .It was against children’s rights and luckily it disappeared. But nowadays teachers have less and less control over the students, whereas the students have more and more rights.  Unfortunately these rights or partly the misunderstood freedom   often  hurt the others’ dignity and freedom ( the teachers and other students too) .Students who want to learn suffer from careless and noisy students. The lack of discipline makes serious problems in classes and limits  not only the teacher’s tasks to teach efficiently but  students’ right to study during the lessons. 
The another issue is smoking :

Everybody should have the right to live healthy life. Smoking is bad for people.

In the western more developed countries smoking has been banned for a long time.

For example:  - Banned from restaurants, pubs, hospitals, public places.

In Hungary smokers still can smoke in a lot of places.  It is very irritating for those who don’t smoke, and limit or even stop the right of healthy life. 

Unfortunately nowadays smoking has been spreading between kids. 

So we must do something against it. 

We have a law against smoking in public places but there are several ways avoid it. 



	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	The student council should organize school meetings and discussions about the discipline problems and the solutions


	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Let’s have international student camps to learn the skills of democracy together.
The European Union and the most developed countries have more experience dealing with how to persuade people to give up smoking and how to use law to ban smoking in order to support nonsmokers rights. 

Our suggestion to organize meetings, workshops between the new and the older members of The European Union to share experience .



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	_______________________In communist time we didn’t experienced freedom and dignity a lot. So protect and represent these values we have limited techniques and skills. We have problem with our superiors, principals who limit our freedom in teaching and they change the curricula very often without serious reasons. More and more parents and students hurt our dignity. In the last 2 years we have attacked physically and humiliated by parents and older kids  a lot. This is why lot of teachers are scared to discipline their pupils or be more demanding and more consistent towards them. We know it takes time to learn democracy and use it in all part of our life but we hope we can learn from the older democracies how we can shorten our learning time.  We would like the EU help us with Teacher’s Manual to educate our students to democracy and freedom as we don’t have any separate lessons like Citizenship. 
Conferences, courses or workshops would be useful too. 


	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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