EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND  JUSTICE
School: IRELAND
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	We have decided as part of the citizens rights, to choose the right to freedom of movement and of residence. The definition we have agreed upon is that every citizen of the European Union has the right to move and reside freely within the territory of the member states.
We have decided as part of the justice section, to choose the right of defense. The best definition we have agreed upon is that; everyone who has been charged shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law and to respect the rights of the defense of anyone who has been charged. 


	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	In the case of the freedom of movement right, in the students minds, the traveling community are in Ireland are not respected enough and are not guaranteed this right. They are sometimes shunned and classed as second class citizens as they don’t really have the right to move around this country or the EU freely. Their culture of moving from place to place is not respected or promoted in this country in comparison to other citizens who have the right to freedom of movement.

 

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	In our view as young people we can promote and defend these values by not judging the movement of the traveling community or any citizen of the EU. Also we could promote these positive values by teaching and learning about all the rights and values that are not promoted enough in our countries.  


	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	The EU should set up an equality assembly where the youth of today could learn more about all the different rights. The EU sould also provide funding for these assemblys and even fund debates and lectures as well as courses that we could do so that we, as the youth of the EU could promote and defend these rights.



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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