EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM

Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: LICEO SCIENTIFICO STATALE N. COPERNICO BOLOGNA (italy)
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.


	People have dignity when they are thought to be worthy of respect, which should be unquestionable

Freedom is the absence of restrictions, i.e. the power of self-determination, always respecting other people’s dignity and rights. Freedom is not selfishness, but entails solidarity.

	What in MY country?

According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Not enough funding for public education; the conditions of our overcrowded prisons; violence against women/lack of security; media conditioning; young people often renounce their right to be informed; education for immigrant and low-class children; unemployment limits the right to have a job.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Look for more sources of information, read more, get accustomed to critical thinking, visit places and meet people from different cultural realities both at home and abroad.



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Give directions and regulations to member-states; exercise a function of control; create effective super-national organisms; suggest common policies.



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?


	Update the curricula of all member-states by inserting common learning/teaching modules for the discussion of these topics. The subjects interested could be History, Mother-Language, Foreign languages. Organize contests and meetings to motivate students. Publish materials. Suggest international and/or multicultural courses in European School. Sponsor cultural exchanges and projects.



	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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