EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM

Thematic area: EQUALITY AND SOLIDARITY

School: ITC “Bodoni” Parma (Italy)
	 Definitions
	Equality: equality before the law, non-discrimination, cultural, religious and linguistic diversity, equality between men and women, rights of the child and of the elderly, and integration of persons with disabilities.

Solidarity: Workers’ right to information and consultation within the undertaking, right of access to placement services, protection in the event of unjustified dismissal, fair and just working conditions, prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work, reconciliation of family and professional life, social security and social assistance, health care, environmental protection, and consumer protection



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.


	Equality means that everyone has the same rights and obligations without distinctions. Solidarity departs from the concept that all men are brothers of a common origin; it implies the participation in the difficulties and bad luck of the others. Non discrimination: everyone (even if they have cultural, religious and linguistic diversity) should respect the other people. Equality between men and women: laws must be equal for both sexes. 

	What in MY country?

According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Religious discrimination: in Italy religious minorities aren’t always respected.

Unfair working conditions: in many jobs workers’ rights aren’t respected. 

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Action must start from young people.

Special assistance for people in need such as the disabled, the elderly, the physically handicapped. 

Organization of campaigns to support children in need: orphans and homeless children.



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	EU should issue some regulations in order to forbid wrong behaviours.

It should guarantee free lessons to foreign people who want to learn local languages. 



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?


	Over the last ten years, the EU has been a topic discussed at secondary school level, especially during the last school year.

Students learn the main aspects of the EU such as its origins and institutions, but topics regarding social security, working conditions, social assistance, health care aren’t so much developed. It would be important for students to investigate these matters in order to be able to exchange their opinions with their UE friends and establish profitable relations with them.



	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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