EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: IPSS “Pietro Giordani” PARMA
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	We started our reflection on the concepts of dignity and freedom by comparing three different Charters of Rights: The Italian Constitution, the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Then, we focussed  on the theme  of freedom of expression and information. Such a theme seemed to be fundamental for young people on the verge of mature and active citizenship. 

The following ones have been the key-elements of our discussion: freedom of expression and opinion,  freedom and pluralism of  the media  as basic elements of democracy. They represent fundamental features to distinguish democracy from dispotism.

Moreover, we debated on the responsibility of the producers of information, on the role of the journalists who must be very careful in order to grant  the dignity and privacy of the individuals and the respect of democratic institution.

Also, we would like to analyse the theme of human dignity as connected to freedom to choose an occupation and the right to engage in a work.

Work represents a source of living for the individual, therefore a necessary means to establish his/her own independence and autonomy, to grant a free and dignified existence. The right to work must be seen as a means to grant social inclusion, in short, the dignity of the person. As a consequence, a widening of the EU labour market would be highly desirable.
We would also like to deepen the study of other concepts such as human dignity, the right of migrating and the right of asylum.

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	As regards the theme “ freedom of expression and information”, our conclusions are  that:

· journalism in our own country is mainly based on opinions rather than on facts;

· Italians, especially  young people, show scarce interest in reading newspapers.

As for the theme “dignity and right to engage in work” we think that:

· our labour market does not rely on merit but mainly on co-optation

· our labour market is often characterised  by  short-term, temporary contracts, which does not mean flexibility, rather the impossibility of planning the future

· our country does not invest in the training of young people



	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	 As concerns the theme “freedom expression and information” we think that as young people we should:

· read more, and read from different sources, even from different countries;

· use social-network as new opportunities for the circulation of ideas

As for the theme “dignity and the right to engage in work”, young people should:

· invest in our own training, also in a European context

· be aware of our own rights as citizens and workers.



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	As regards the theme “freedom of expression and information”,  EU policy should tend:

· to grant  a commonly shared law code for the defence of the freedom of expression and information

· to offer young people institutional opportunities to be used as laboratories for the discussion of different ideas ( European chat forum)

· to allow the access to the sources of information of fellow-Eu countries (newspapers translated into every Eu language)

As for the theme “dignity and right to engage in work”, EU policy should tend:

· to grant a shared legal  framework for the defence of the right of work;

· to favour an educational  system based on common basic abilities in order to make labour mobility easier;

· to stimulate training experiences and voluntary work in the European context.



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	Before receiving your invitation our class had been working on the Right of Information by comparing the three main fundamental charters, by meeting a journalist (F. De Bortoli, editor of “Corriere della sera”) and by analysing a play about the life and work of Anna Politkovskaja. 

Such a theme appeared to be relevant also seen  against a multinational background.

In times when information seems to be always at hand thanks to the diffusion of new technologies, it is absolutely necessary to strengthen the capability of analysing such  information in an accurate, critical way. This appears to be particularly true for teenagers on the verge of becoming active citizens. 

Concerning the formal educational system, we must stimulate  the acquisition of basic competences of citizenship , namely the capabilities of interpreting different messages and of using information in various sources (literature, journalism, law, technical contexts) obtained through different communicative instruments, evaluating their usefulness and reliability by distinguishing facts from opinions.

This becomes  more and more necessary in a context in which excess of information may lead to zero-information. 

The educational system must moreover give opportunities of discussion and  dialogue between different cultures, in order to promote a habit of analysing different points of view. 

The theme “Right to work as an instrument to grant a dignified  and free life” may be perfectly discussed in the context of active citizenship.

On the level of the formal educational system we need:

· to widen the opportunities to lifelong training;

· to stimulate the official establishment of basic competencies in order to facilitate education, lifelong training , employment;

· to support the study of foreign languages and of  EU political institutions; 

· to increase the opportunities to a wider labour/study mobility, by facilitating the aknowledgement of the skills acquired in such a context;

· to improve and speed procedures concerning the certification of the skills, also skills acquired in non-formal learning contexts, in order to facilitate the follow-up of the studies and the access to the labour market all over Europe. 



	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.


[image: image1.jpg]RELA H Resources for European Projects and Learning Activities for Youth





[image: image1.jpg]