EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND  JUSTICE
School: ISII MARCONI, Piacenza (ITALY)
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	1) democracy: sovereign power that resides in the people and that is exercised by them respecting individual freedom and rights
2) freedom: political, social, cultural and psychological independence

3) right: abstract idea that must turns into a concrete ad practical habit
4) protection: as well as freedom, it is a fundamental right that could limit freedom

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	art.24-27 (Italian Constitution)
justice is affected by external elements

trials are very (too?) long

Power is divided among the executive, the legislative and judicial branches but they often ‘interact’ in a strange and unbalanced way

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	key-word is respect:
-of people’s freedom, identity and rights

-of our world, our Nature (human and environmental)
-of individuals’ diversity

- of each different way of being Europeans

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Promote:

·  a common approach that every country can accept and adopt without forgetting its own origins, traditions and peculiarities.

· A European ‘attitude’


	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	Young people should be more involved and aware of ‘being European’ means. It is something to be proud of but it is an enormous responsibility. This is one of our priorities: to offer our students suggestions, models and hints to be good European citizens. 

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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