EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARATORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND  JUSTICE
School:  St Martin’s College  Sixth Form, Malta
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Citizenship rights

· An ability to have opinions and feel secure that you can express them

· The culture of a country affects the way rights are understood.
· Citizenship rights define basic freedoms

· Citizenship rights should respect people’s freedom but at the same time, there should be respect and empathy for the country’s specific culture.

· In a dictatorship, there are no citizenship rights and no respect for individual freedoms and a lot of abuse.

· In a democracy, there should be allowance for individual personalities and freedoms and equality for all.

· Universal suffrage – not dependent on race, gender and social class.

· It is important for people to be active citizens in their society – unfortunately many don’t know what is happening in society- how many people – especially young people - don’t watch the news – people only complain but would not do anything about it. They don’t exercise their rights in an active manner.
Justice

· The right to a fair trial for everyone including terrorists – Guantanamo Bay and the farce trials related to them.

· The right to protect moral values

· The right to protect your self from abuse
· The need to rehabilitate criminals – the need of giving psychological help to these people and not just punishing them, which does not solve any problems that might have caused the crime. 

· The stigma of seeking psychological help especially for criminals

· Justice should be separate from the executive branch of government

· Even the jury needs to be impartial and public opinion on a particular crime should not be allowed to have an impact on the judicial system.

· Big business and politicians should not be interfering in justice.

· Police should not abuse their power – especially in relation to demonstrations and in the exercise of their duties.

· Whilst the police should be protected – the police should not pick on people.  People should not be victimized simply because they are from a different race or a different political party.

· People should not be forced to confess under duress

· People should feel comfortable and secure.


	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	· Some ethnic groups are perceived badly by the majority and are collectively ‘labeled’ as criminals, or deviants, troublemakers. (Illegal immigrants, Libyans/Arabs)
· Cultural misconceptions – culture and media inciting racial hatred and xenophobia (Norman Lowell’s Imperium Europa considers black Africans as sub-human and that all of these should be dumped back in the sea. Lowell won a considerable number of votes in the last European Parliament elections.)

· Poverty and economic disadvantage tend to reduce these minorities to criminal behaviour.

· Libyans in Malta – free from Muslim law – they go crazy – drinking alcohol. Free from the ‘big brother’ mentality back in their country.

· Europe however does protect minorities – at least on a European level.
· In Malta we don’t really integrate that much with minorities – ‘he’ is not one of us. 
· Even with tourists – we are not always so hospitable as much as we claim. Bus drivers are a case in point. We are a bit too choosy in our hospitality.

· We need to promote more active citizenship – people are too passive – we need to be more critical and country-conscientious – a lot people vote for the political party of their parents and are not so environmentally conscious or civically conscious.

· We need to be a little bit more open-minded.

· Justice – people have closed minds and narrow preconceptions on the issue of psychological help – the idea that if you seek psychological help, you are mad.
· Justice in Malta isn’t so fair – since Malta is small there is a mentality ‘you scratch my back, I scratch yours’.



	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	· Get informed – raise awareness – and get involved in NGO’s 
· More political parties – not a duopoly – we have a political system that does not encourage more political parties to get access to seats in parliament.

· Show more interest

· Integrate with others – of different cultures, religions and social classes.

· We need Maltese speaking and English speaking people to mix – unfortunately there is a schism between the two sides – it is sad that there is such a gulf.

· Lobby particular positions – and be ready to go out on demonstrations and protests.

· Voluntary programs

· Unfortunately only people who are directly involved in an issue, really get involved.

· Christians are allowed to have prayer groups in houses, but other minorities aren’t. This is quite unfair. 
· We can teach ourselves to be more objective and to listen to both sides.

· Schools need to teach more about these ideas – more respect.

· We need to show more respect and fairness – we need to defend more freedoms. 

· Religious freedom – especially in the way you dress.


	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	· Laws to protect individuals and minorities.
· These rights ned to be made more tangible for the common man in the street, because politics can be so distant and incomprehensible. Language needs to be more understandable – especially for working class people.

· EU must make people more aware of these rights – through media campaigns.

· EU programs related to these issues – international meetings where one can discuss – without such meetings few people would know.

· EU Monitoring the situation in individual countries – to encourage countries to improve their local situation.
· EU Funding to the NGOS.  Give more help the NGOs and government programs locally

· The EU should focus not just on the situation in the EU but also help to promote these ideas worldwide and to confront ideas with other non-EU countries.

· The Intenational Court of the Hague
· The Charter of Rights envisaged by the Lisbon Treaty and which hopefully will be ratified by all the EU member states is an important step in the right direction.


	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	· There are already a nuber of EU countries (including Malta) that already include Citizenship and Justice programs actively within their educational curricula at different levels. Our school has also partipated actively in a number of Comenius Projects that focused on similar themes. So in our opinion, the EU is already playing an important role in this field.
· So we believe that the EU Commission should continue fostering such initiatives and also create permament structures to allow teachers and students to share these initiatives on a regular basis, through web initiatives, funding for joint projects and pressure on governments to include these topics as part of the compulsary curriculum. 

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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