EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: EQUALITY AND SOLIDARITY
School: FINLAND
	 Definitions
	Equality: equality before the law, non-discrimination, cultural, religious and linguistic diversity, equality between men and women, rights of the child and of the elderly, and integration of persons with disabilities.

Solidarity: Workers’ right to information and consultation within the undertaking, right of access to placement services, protection in the event of unjustified dismissal, fair and just working conditions, prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work, reconciliation of family and professional life, social security and social assistance, health care, environmental protection, and consumer protection



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Equality:  “The state or quality of being equal” Dictionary

Equality before the law and non-discrimination
Equality before the law is the principle under which each individual is subject to the same laws, with no individual or group having special legal privileges.  Any discrimination on various reasons such as sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, language, religion or belief, political opinion, age and others is strictly prohibited.

Equality between men and women
Equality between men and women must be ensured in all areas, including employment, work and pay.

Inequality retards not only the advancement of women but also the progress of civilization itself. The persistent denial of equality to one-half of the world's population is an affront to human dignity. It promotes destructive attitudes and habits in men and women that pass from the family to the work place, to political life, and, ultimately, to international relations.
The rights of children
ALL children shall have the right to protection and care for their well-being and they can express their views freely in all their actions.  Here the child’s best interests must be a primary consideration.
Every child should have the right to maintain on a regular basis a personal relationship and direct contact with both his or her parents, an adequate standard of living, the right to protection from abuse, exploitation and discrimination, the right to participate in communities and most importantly the right to receive education in his country.
Everyone deserves the best start in life, which is what the EU is working to provide to the world's most vulnerable children.
The rights of the elderly
The Union recognises and respects the rights of the elderly to lead a life of dignity and independence and to participate in social and cultural life.

Integration of persons with disabilites
The EU recognises and respects the right of persons with disabilities to benefit from measures designed to ensure their independence, social and occupational integration and participation in the life of the community. Disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and type of handicap and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellow-citizens.
Equality in cultural, religious and linguistic diversity
Men and women are not only themselves; they form part of the region in which they were born, the city or village they lived in, the culture they grew up in, the language they learned and the god they believe in.  So as different persons have different culture, religion and language we need to respect all those who are different from us.

Solidarity
“The means by which a group or community helps another for the greater good.” Dictionary
Solidarity at work

Workers or their representatives must, at the appropriate levels, be guaranteed information and consultation when it is need, or when they have any problems concerning work.

Every worker has the right to protection against unjustified dismissal, in accordance with Community law and national laws and practices. He or she also has the right to working conditions which respect his or her health, safety and dignity, and the right to limitation of maximum working hours, to daily and weekly rest periods and to an annual period of paid leave.
Protection of child labour and protection of young people at work
The employment of children is prohibited. The minimum age of admission to employment may not be lower than the minimum school-leaving age that is around 16.
Young people admitted to work must have working conditions appropriate to their age and be protected against economic exploitation and any work likely to harm their safety, health or physical, mental, moral or social development or to interfere with their education.

Social security and social assistance
The EU recognises and respects the entitlement to social security and social services providing protection in cases such as maternity, illness, industrial accidents, dependency or old age.
Everyone residing and moving legally within the EU is entitled to social security benefits and social advantages.
In order to combat social exclusion and poverty, the EU recognises and respects the right to social and housing assistance so as to ensure a decent existence for all those who lack sufficient resources.

Families  should enjoy legal, economic and social protection.

Health care
Everyone has the right of access to preventive health care and the right to benefit from medical treatment under the conditions established by international laws and practices. A high level of human health protection should be ensured in the definition and implementation of all the EU’s policies and activities.

Environmental protection
A high level of environmental protection and the improvement of the quality of the environment must be integrated into the policies of the EU and assured in accordance with the principles of sustainable development.

Consumer protection
EU states should ensure a high level of consumer protection.  Buyers and sellers should be protected both on a national and international scale.  Laws to prevent monopolies and keep pricing reasonable have been passed and are currently in action.

http://www.eucharter.org/home



	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Equality and solidarity are two major values that a citizen experiences in a democracy. These values cannot be enshrined in a country without liberty. Liberty is the most important value since it provides all types of freedom and therefore rights. Without freedom one cannot experience the other values that are experienced in life such as equality and solidarity.  Malta’s constitution, and thus its government, is set on democratic ideas. This means that liberty, equality and tolerance are high on the nation’s agenda. This does not mean that we are capable of reaching or even close in attaining the required standards. 

Malta’s constitution states that all citizens are equal before the law.  This means that there should be no discrimination on a cultural, religious and linguistic basis. Although the Maltese are renowned to be generous and tolerant to less fortunate people, racism and xenophobia still exist, mainly directed towards illegal immigrants. Even on a cultural and religious basis, internal pique still exists. This is quite evident during the ‘festa’ season where tolerance is not a dominant force when directed towards ‘adversaries’ of other feasts sometimes even in the same locality. Lately new laws have been enacted, aimed at improving and promoting equality issues between men and women. Now females are presented with more opportunities to pursue their career after raising a family. More child care centres in the island would help in this matter. Job flexibility opportunities such as parental leave, teleworking, maternity leave, flexible hours have been introduced aimed at narrowing the gender gap. Likewise, laws aimed at giving more rights of the child and the elderly and the integration of persons with disabilities have been passed by parliament. All public establishments now need to have easy access and facilities addressed towards people with special needs. Inspections are carried out on a regular basis to ensure that these rules are adhered to.

Government has set up a legislative framework aimed at promoting and ensuring better working conditions and solidarity on the place of work. These legislative bodies were created for the eventual protection in the event of unfair dismissal, health and safety standards, employment training centre aimed at training, creating and introducing people to new job opportunities. To ensure more protection, data protection act has been modified to meet European requirements.

Perhaps social security and social assistance together with health care are the two areas where Malta excels.  Social security benefits have always been promoted and guaranteed by each and every Maltese government. To increase health standards, a new hospital, which many consider as state of the art, has been constructed. This, together with a sound educational system ensures a high level of health care. Much more needs to be done in environmental protection. Malta, being a small densely populated island, naturally has environmental issues such as CO emissions and other pollutants. The eventual reduction in dependence on fossil fuels and the introduction of other renewable sources of energy such as wind and/or wave energy will help ease this problem. Here Malta needs financial and expertise aid from the European Union to overcome the present situation. 



	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Equality is mainly described as an equal treatment to all individuals. Infringement of equality is generally related with diversity mostly cultural, linguistic and religious. Many may think that actions against impartiality are taken by politics. However each one of us can contribute towards an equal and respected society.


Whether it’s a problem or not,  Europe is subjected to both legal and illegal immigrations. In both cases the immigrating people have to adapt to the society. Adults try to find work and a place where to live while the youngsters set sights on finding some local friends. In many countries we still find several people who eventually influence their kids in believing that people of different colour are inferior. In this way many immigrant children fail to penetrate into the respective society. What can we do? We can put aside all discrimination and diversities and give the right opportunity to these people who in the end are only trying to seek a better life.

The phrase “equality before the law” is usually referred to at court. However this is not the case when referring to youngsters. If for example a foreigner of different colour manages to penetrate into a group of friends, he is equal to all members of the group and the individual is subject to the same rules, with no individual or group having special privileges.

The same can be said when referring to equality between different gender and the integration of persons with disability. Moreover teenagers can be encouraged to perform volunteer work with persons with disabilities either directly by integrating with them or indirectly by doing different chores. 

Bullying is when a person or group repeatedly abuses power on someone who is weaker. Sometimes it involves direct attacks such as hitting, name calling, teasing or taunting. Sometimes it is indirect, such as spreading rumours or trying to make others reject someone. Often people dismiss bullying among children and teenagers as a normal part of growing up. But bullying is harmful. It can lead children and teenagers to feel tense and afraid. It may lead them to avoid school. In severe cases, teens who are bullied may feel they need to take drastic measures or react violently. Others even consider suicide. For some, the effects of bullying last a lifetime. Only we can do our best to prevent bulling by reporting cases of bulling, standing up to bullies, and in the long run work to get numerous counsellors in school.

Since we are all students and we haven’t reached adult hood we can do our best to promote solidarity by joining solidarity groups such as Caritas, Red Cross and Oasi.  Such organisations help young people involved with drugs, alcohol and other vices, and our.  We can also do voluntary work with disabled or elderly people.  Such actions promote solidarity and improve the society we live in. 

Equality is mainly described as an equal treatment to all individuals. Infringement of equality is generally related with diversity mostly cultural, linguistic and religious. Many may think that actions against impartiality are taken by politics. However each one of us can contribute towards an equal and respected society.


Whether it’s a problem or not,  Europe is subjected to both legal and illegal immigrations. In both cases the immigrating people have to adapt to the society. Adults try to find work and a place where to live while the youngsters set sights on finding some local friends. In many countries we still find several people who eventually influence their kids in believing that people of different colour are inferior. In this way many immigrant children fail to penetrate into the respective society. What can we do? We can put aside all discrimination and diversities and give the right opportunity to these people who in the end are only trying to seek a better life.

The phrase “equality before the law” is usually referred to at court. However this is not the case when referring to youngsters. If for example a foreigner of different colour manages to penetrate into a group of friends, he is equal to all members of the group and the individual is subject to the same rules, with no individual or group having special privileges.

The same can be said when referring to equality between different gender and the integration of persons with disability. Moreover teenagers can be encouraged to perform volunteer work with persons with disabilities either directly by integrating with them or indirectly by doing different chores. 

Bullying is when a person or group repeatedly abuses power on someone who is weaker. Sometimes it involves direct attacks such as hitting, name calling, teasing or taunting. Sometimes it is indirect, such as spreading rumours or trying to make others reject someone. Often people dismiss bullying among children and teenagers as a normal part of growing up. But bullying is harmful. It can lead children and teenagers to feel tense and afraid. It may lead them to avoid school. In severe cases, teens who are bullied may feel they need to take drastic measures or react violently. Others even consider suicide. For some, the effects of bullying last a lifetime. Only we can do our best to prevent bulling by reporting cases of bulling, standing up to bullies, and in the long run work to get numerous counsellors in school.

Since we are all students and we haven’t reached adult hood we can do our best to promote solidarity by joining solidarity groups such as Caritas, Red Cross and Oasi.  Such organisations help young people involved with drugs, alcohol and other vices, and our.  We can also do voluntary work with disabled or elderly people.  Such actions promote solidarity and improve the society we live in. 



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these virtues?

In theory, equality and solidarity is mutual between all the countries forming part of the European Union. In fact, it is one of the principles on which the European Union is founded. Unfortunately, however, sometimes such is not the case.

By equality, one refers to equal treatment on national levels, irrespective of geographical extent and economic structures. However, are all European countries effectively being treated equally? Larger countries as well as countries with a thriving economy tend to dominate over other smaller, perhaps less developed countries. What strength do five Members of the European Parliament representing Malta have with respect to other countries who have hundreds of representatives? Would a proposal from Malta have the same weight as, for example, a proposal from Germany, France, Italy and other larger countries? Or would the sheer number of MEPs mean that a proposal from Malta is considered of a lesser value than such countries?

Malta is also disadvantaged due to its insularity. Its detachment from the continent means that Malta suffers several deficiencies. Insularity affects transport costs, which rocket to phenomenal rates. The island is also densely populated when compared to its geographical size: a population of nearly 400,000 people has to live on an island with an area of approximately just 316 square kilometers. Its size also means that it is difficult to attract industrial investment, and therefore job opportunities are limited. To be on par with larger countries, Malta needs additional help which helps it overcome the aforementioned deficiencies. There should be positive discrimination in favour of Malta which will help it become effectively equal to other countries in the European Union. The EU should issue directives and subsidies to make Malta more attractive for investments and thus create job opportunities. 

Solidarity

The fact that Malta is considered a small island means that we do not find the support and solidarity that we deserve as an active member of the European Union, and this can be said across the board in all matters relating to economical, industrial, social or cultural development.

A practical example par excellence is the phenomenon of the exodus of illegal immigrants crossing from Africa towards Europe and landing in Malta. This matter has been discussed several times by the European Parliament without ever coming to a practical solution so that all countries in the European Union share this burden. It is not enough to finance part of the expense and not take a proportionate number of the said immigrants to their country. Leaving this issue on a voluntary basis is simply not enough.

Malta has often claimed to host a special regional office to improve relations between the EU, the Arab countries and Africa. Very often, we do not find the support and solidarity of other countries to back up our having of the offices here in Malta.  Rather, they tend to be addressed to bigger countries because, as very often happens, Malta gets overshadowed by such countries. This happens despite the fact that Malta is geographically ideally situated to host such an office, while the job opportunities created by such an investment would leave economic benefits in its wake.

At European political level, disadvantaged regions as Malta should be given special and additional subsidies and support to overcome the deficiency caused by insularity. On the other hand it is even more important that issues raised by the Malta representatives are not dwarfed by the large number of MEPs representing other member states. Malta should be given equal opportunities and further solidarity to be able to keep the same development strategy as any other EU member state.

  

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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