EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM

Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND  JUSTICE

School: NORWAY
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.


	Civil rights is the individual's protection and privileges that are granted to all citizens, and which is attached in the law. Civil rights are rights that are granted by the nations, to the citizens that  reside within each country, while natural-and human rights are rights that many people claims individuals receive at birth. 

Right to vote in elections, and to be a candidate. (European parliament, National and local elections).

The ombudsman can help citizens aganist the government with going to the court

Right to insite in public documents.

The citizens are free to move both inside their own country  and brtween countries

Justice:

No laws can't be applied retroactively.

Defendant is innocent until proven guilty.

There is equality to the law.

No one can be judged without basis in the law.

The courts are independent, and should not be affected by other countries.



	What in MY country?

According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Norway is not a member of the European Union. But we are a part of the inner market through the EEA (European Economic Area). So Norway don`t take part in the European Parliament elections. We are not represented in the Parliament and the Minister Council. The European laws will become Norwegian laws without our participation. This is a democratic problem for us. Norway can make reservations on European laws, but have never done in the 15 years of the EEA-agreement.
The citizens of Norway have good rights of access to documents. All documents from the government are open for the public. But it is possible for the politicians to close documents for different reasons. And it is done to often.

Norway have different Ombudsmen, the civil ombudsman are protecting ordinary citizens against the government- citizens don`t have to go to court against the government.

We also have an ombudsman for equal opportunities for women and minorities, and a ombudsman for children. The Ombudsman is a Norwegian word and a Norwegian invention.
There are problems for foreigners to settle in Norway. For family reunion for married people, the person who stays in Norway have to have a minimum income (around 30.000 Euro a year). This situation makes it difficult to marry outside Europe for young people.

Norwegian justice follows mostly the principles of the human rights. There have been some disputed judgements in Norwegian Supreme Court. In a few cases where the defendant have been, acquitted for murder or sexual abuse, the defendant are judged to pay compensation to the victim. This trials have even been treated in the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	What can we do at 16?

· vote when you're at age

· be interested in politics

· get people around you interested in citizens rights and justice

· participate in public discussions and debates, share your opinions

· learn more about politics in school

· demonstrate and signature campaigns

· charity work, such as amnesty and other organizations

· answer surveys

· know your own rights

· student council

Which cases we find interesting?

· easier access to other countries (such as visa, so that you can live there), but still have security

· stronger jail policy, crimes (murders and rapes especially)

· insight in public documents (unfair trails++)

· general justice for all

· equality



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	EU should put preasure on countries that do not follow the citizens rights and justice. Example: some of the EU countries' bad treatment of minorities like gipsies and and the travellers.
The constitution of EU shall include paragraphs with citizens and human rights. The European Union will have a commisioner of Civil rights and human rights.

More information in front of the European Parliament elections, the participation in the elections is to low (50%). Because of low participation in the elections, small rightwing parties are elected to the Parliament
Norway is not a member of  the EU. Our relations to the EU is throug EEA-agreement. It is a problem that alle European Union directives are included in Norwegian laws without our participation in the prosess.
EU is trying to implement a Data storage-plan. This directive will be against important princips of civil and human rights


	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?


	In Norway this topics are important parts of the subject “Civics”. All countries are obliged to teach the principles of Human Rights according to the European Human Rights Convention. During the last years the Norwegian government have changed the documents for the school-system according to principles of Human Rights.


	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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