EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: Escola Secundária de Francisco Rodrigues Lobo, Leiria, Portugal
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Dignity- according to the European Human Rights Letter we consider Dignity as a very important aspect of human life. Dignity as well as Integrity should be an important and universal right.                                                                                                                                      Freedom - the right to liberty and security, freedom of expression and information, for example the role of the media and the internet.



	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Dignity- emigrants aren’t included in the society, sometimes because of their religion, skin color, sexual orientation and in other cases because of their culture and language.  Another aspect is the poverty.                                                                                                                     Freedom- too much freedom and less security and discipline and above all no justice. Out of control advertising, such as false advertising too much information on the internet, and too much freedom of expression to the point of no respect.



	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	- As young people, we should integrate these emigrants, regardless of their culture, language, skin color, sexual orientation and etc;                - Do charity and volunteer work;                                                                    - As we are growing and becoming adults we should stop these false and sometimes fake advertising and sites on the internet that can expose children to pedophiles, pornography and other internet dangers;                                                                                                              - Respect everyone and we shouldn’t abuse of our freedom;



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	- Develop a law that ensures our safety and Internet safety;                   - Develop cheap or free intercultural activities and exchanges between countries worldwide;                                                                       - Develop a European Foundation that really works against poverty;



	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	EU Educational Ministries should be concerned in creating subjects within the High School Curriculum, like Sociology and Philosophy as it is the case of Portuguese curricula, where these topics (Freedoms and Dignity) are discussed. Moreover, the approach should be one of Investigation-Action -  that is, not only keeping discussion at a theoretical level, but leading pupils to act. One example is the campaign set out at our school at this right moment to alert pupils for the problem of Poverty and asking them to bring food items to put into a box at the school entrance. The collected food will be delivered to people in need. (This action is taking place in the framework of “The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2009”, on last 17 October, when it was also asked to pupils to wear something white to make people think a little bit about the poor (and newly poor, after the economic crisis)

	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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