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PREPARATORY ACTIVITY FORM
Romania Team 
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND JUSTICE
School: ROMANIA
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.

	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Discrimination is a policy through which a state or a category of citizens of a state are deprived of certain rights based on unfounded grounds.

Direct discrimination occurs when a person is treated, because of its racial or ethnic origin, less favorable than has been treated or would be treated other people and located in a similar situation.

Indirect discrimination exists when a provision, criterion or practice creates apparently neutral persons of a particular racial or ethnic, a disadvantage compared with other persons, unless that provision, criterion or that practice is objectively justified by a legitimate aim and the means of achieving that aim are appropriate and necessary.

National Minority refers to a group of people of the same language and origin living within a national state.

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	International treaties, regional and national norms strongly defend the principles of non-discrimination and equality before law. They provide that racial or ethnic discrimination violates human rights, violates fundamental moral principles and prevent positive social interaction and functioning of public institutions. European and regional standards prohibit most forms of direct and indirect discrimination. Various European agreements, declarations and directives prohibit racial discrimination. In recent years, European governments and intergovernmental bodies have attempted to clarify the policies and procedures that are discriminatory and how can they be proved. Rules against discrimination built into the treaties on economic and social rights are particularly relevant for understanding how different governments take specific minority groups access to public services compared to most. Recently, the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers approved a new protocol that extends and clarifies significantly the protection that the European Convention provides against discrimination. Protocol No.12 provides that the rights established by law shall be exercised without discrimination based on race, color, ... association with a national minority ... or other status. There will be no discrimination against anyone, by any public authority on any ground ... Under the new directive, the Member must pay attention to complaints made by persons that consider themselves dicriminated. After the alleged victim brings evidence and suggest direct or indirect discrimination, the defendant bears the burden of proof, which must prove that its actions have not violated the directive. Nationwide, victims of discrimination are entitled to claim damages in proportion to the injury suffered, also have the right to demand restoration of the previous situation of discrimination or annul the situation created by discrimination, in accordance with domestic law.

The most important aspects of human rights in Romania should be respect for minority rights and those relating to religious freedom. Thus, in terms of majority-ethnic relations are mentioned positive initiatives regarding implementation of the Romanian-Hungarian treaty and the provisions on hungarian minority language education. The major problem in this chapter comes from the Rroma minority rights, where even the beginning is uncertain because of the lack of exact information regarding their number. Also in this chapter is presented the double discrimination which Rroma have to cope with, both from the majority of population in the form of racial and ethnic exclusivism, and the authorities, as police abuse. Another problem of discrimination against Rroma is their bad image in Europe, as it is present in most european countries. Although there are many programs to integrate them into society they can not have an immediate effect. 

According to news broadcasted by BBC, the Association for Human Rights APADOR-CH claims that the state discriminates in the way that treats different religions in Romania. In addition, representatives say that money from the state budget is allocated to the cults,in non-transparent, and often in informal ways, without being followed legal procedures. APADOR-CH supports his allegations with the outcome of a trial that lasted six months and examined how the Religion Law adopted in 2006, is appropriate and respected by the authorities. There appears to be evidence that the Romanian Orthodox Church receives more funding than other minority cultures. Also, APADOR-CH representatives point out what they call „unjustified restriction of the rights of free association of people who want to establish religious associations”. Specifically, it refers to the fact that religious law provides for the establishment of religious associations a minimum number of 300 members, while if not religious associations, their number is 100 times lower.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	1. Privacy right

We hear frequently discussions about human rights, but it is rarely underlined the fact that these rights begin with the right to privacy. I dare say that an individual is not free and does not live in a real democracy if someone has the means of legally invading his privacy without consent. Actions we can undertake in order to protect the right to privacy:

· We can launch a campaign consisting in posters or emails aimed at the general population, which will have the purpose of informing everybody about current laws on this matter. Sure enough, I believe that a vast majority will be shocked and appalled by the abominable law that obligates all service providers to keep databases for as much as six months contain records of ALL our phone conversations, emails, Faxes etc. 
· We can make a petition against this law. We can get online signatures as well as normal ones from people that heard our message and want to do something about it. If we collect enough signatures we can then, maybe, forward this petition to a higher authority in order to overthrow this abomination that is upon us all.

·   We can initiate a peaceful protest once our message has been heard among the people.

2. Minorities’ rights
According to the 2002 census, 10.5% of Romania’s population belongs to a different ethnic group. For their protection, there was established an organization called CNCD, capable of sanctioning according to the current law any form of discrimination directed at these groups. 

Actions we can undertake to promote and protect these rights:

· The majority of the homeless kids are gypsies. We should launch a campaign, intended to sensitize people to their problems

· We can organize a fund raiser in order to help buy those poor kids things like food and warm clothes, mandatory for their survival

· We should make some flyers and spread them to as many people as we find. In those flyers we can write a basic form of the fundamental European values concerning equality among people.

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	At European level the European Commission makes annual studies regarding ethnic minority treatment. One big slice of the pie is given to the Roma minority who is one of the largest and most problematic communities. "Roma are one of the largest ethnic minorities in the EU, but too often they are Europe's forgotten citizens," said Equal Opportunities Commissioner Vladimír Špidla. Europe has key programs specially made for Roma citizens in many areas including education, public health and gender equality. Europe already has the tools necessary to help these people; they just need to be used more effectively. 

Regarding the other key problem in our country, data privacy and personal boundaries violation, the European Union supervises these crimes and actively supports the Romanian DPA (Data Protection Authority).They have signaled that there is a general lack in public opinion of the dangers of privacy violations and that this situation must be changed as soon as possible.

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	Promoting democracy and equal opportunities of access to cultural values and goods of life gives education a new, comprehensive and dynamic sense.
The Romanian formal framework includes the optional curriculum “Human rights” in high school. The aim of the curriculum is to educate students for the promotion and protection of human rights, essential to democratic functioning of society. 
This curriculum is based on and promotes these values and attitudes: dignity, rights and responsibilities, each other understanding, intercultural dialogue, positive relationships with others, tolerance. The approaches proposed through this education curricula satisfy the requirements of the Romanian Law of Education, and are also consistent with the spirit of the international documents: a) Recommendation of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers of member countries made education for democratic citizenship (October 16, 2002); b) Standing Conference Declaration of European Ministers of Education (Athens, 10-12 November 2003).
All the Europe inhabitants are European citizens and they have rights and liberties. We must learn to respect them! 

	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This document has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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