EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM

Thematic area: DIGNITY AND FREEDOM

School: SLOVAKIA
	 Definitions
	Dignity: human dignity, right to life, to the integrity of the person, prohibition of torture and inhuman or degra​ding treatment or punishment, and prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

Freedoms: right to liberty and security, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression and information, freedom of assembly and of association, freedom of the arts and sciences, right to education, freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work, freedom to conduct a business, right to property, and right to asylum.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.


	Right to life: we have chosen one of the principal topics in the world. It is abortion which means either willful or involuntary termination of a pregnancy.

Freedom of expression and information: we will talk about censorship because mainly censorship stops much information flowing toward us. State censorship is examination and control over information, especially those published in the media, with regards to government, social and moral interests. There is interlocutory (before publishing) and consecutive censorship (after publishing). The censorship is one of the basic instruments of power in the totalitarian regimes. It is similar like it was in Slovakia a few years ago. Censorship appears sporadically in a hidden aspect even nowadays.

Chicanery/bullying: act of repeated aggressive behavior in order to intentionally hurt another person, physically or mentally.

Domestic violence/domestic abuse: a form of physical, verbal, emotional or sexual violence directed at family members.
Right to asylum: if a government gives a person from another country asylum, they allow them to stay, usually because they are unable to turn home safely for political reasons
In all the topics, that we discussed, we found a similar problem: it is difficult to define the limits of freedoms. We can´t clearly specify when a human life starts, what is moral and immoral or which reasons to emigrate are serious enough. We also can´t guarantee absolute freedom to everyone without hurting anyone else.

	What in MY country?

According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	Right to asylum
-in 2003, 78 493 illegal incomers crossed the frontier

-Slovakia is generally a transit state

-according to Geneva convention of 1951, it´s important to extend a rapid and effective protection to the refugees
-an asylum can be obtained, only if a refugee run away from a war or a pursuit, bad economic situation isn´t a justified reason

-in 2007, from 2871 asylum applications only 8 were approved
- in 2008, from 909 asylum applications 22 were approved

-refugees are complaining about bad situation in refugee camps:

     - Slovak employees are narrow minded and not trained enough

     - refugees don´t give credence to authorities
     - they are not satisfied with the standard of hygiene and food
Apparently, there are several difficulties in the domain of asylum in Slovakia. Mostly the number of positive asylum applications is really small and also the situation in refugee camps is not organized well enough. In Slovakia, in our opinion, the right to asylum is not always respected.
Prohibition of  torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

-2 types of torture: physical, psychological torture

-domestic violence: violence against men, women, teens and children

-bullying: school bullying, workplace bullying, military bullying, cyberbullying

-25% of children experience chicanery at school

-25% of people are involved in domestic violence as a victim or as a witness

-effects of violence may be really serious and even fatal, its victims may suffer from long term emotional and behavioral problems, it may even lead them to suicide.

-although there are organizations that try to help victims of different types of violence, they are often too scared to talk about it. It is also very hard to prove emotional aggression, so the aggressors are often unpunished.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	We think we should be looking for information all the time and try to be informed about everything that happens around us. We could avoid many problems if we were informed so that this should be our motivation.

-we should also think about human rights. We keep on complaining that our basic rights are counteracted often but we also counteract the rights of others. So that we should think where is the limit between the expressing our opinions and insulting some other people.

-we also could put the emphasis on the education of children and teach them how to behave in society and also about their human rights.  

-we can help bullied people or other people with some kind of problems by joining a volunteer organization which is involved in helping. This way we can be sure that our help will find a recipient.



	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	European union should support organizations helping people in need (in asylums or refugee camps) in Slovakia financially and  professionally. We consider as a big problem in our country the fact that we do not talk about theses problems enough and this topic is not discussed enough in the press.

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS

What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?


	Several subjects at school can be used to improve the knowledge and consciousness of students about the problems we discussed. A good form can be a cooperation with some volunteer organizations so that students can participate on their work and also know some particular cases.


	Notes:
	Your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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