EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND JUSTICE
School:   GINNASIO ANTONIO SEMA PIRANO, SLOVENIA
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Citizens’ rights and justice are a wide topic which is very challenging and interesting for us, young European citizens, as we know very well the declared rights and the principles of equality, justice and morality, but we often can’t find their application and observation in our everyday life.

The key elements we discussed are the following: 

LEGAL EQUALITY FOR ALL THE CITIZENS – are we really equal in front of the law and is really justice the same for every citizen (we discussed about the different possibilities of defense, the importance of the social/economic/political status of the individual for a trial, the relativity of some laws and their application, the positions of the politic in the justice processes…)
EUROPEAN ELECTIONS – we discussed and tried to argument the low electoral participation to the recent elections of the EU Parliament, we don’t see a big interest for politics neither national nor international among our peers, EU isn’t felt as a common political unit maybe…
TAICOONS – ECONOMIC “MAFIA” – in the past years we assisted to different cases of economic criminal in our country, bounded to illegal company junctions, speculations, false bankrupts, political personalities involved in companies and so on… young people don’t get the impression that “important” people are punished, neither formally by penal law nor informally by social condamnations (on the opposite, many times they are admired or respected in the business world)
PENAL SANCTIONS – the sanctions aren’t always appropriate for the type of illegal activity, as society changes also the sanctions should change (more flexibility in the long term) but also they should be more severe when the infractions are serious. We discussed about the proportionality of the penalties but it’s a very difficult topic for non experts as we see more the moral and human side than the legal one.
LUXURY PRISONS – Slovene prisons and the Koper prison in particular are very “prisoners’ friendly” offering many facilites, nice accommodation and different services from educational courses to gym, tv, whatever you can imagine. We don’t understand the luxury offered by the state even if resocialization is very important. Prisons become an interesting alternative to the payment of monetary sanctions (instead of paying you spend a few days in the nice prison getting meals and accommodations, health care…) and all this is paid by the citizens’ taxes.
MAXIMAL PENAL SANCTION – we discussed the death penalty and the maximum penalties stated in different countries for different crimes. There should be more coherence between the maximum penalty and the most terrible crimes, 10 years of detention (as in our country) isn’t enough for homicides for example…
THE ERASED  “IZBRISANI” – there are thousands persons living in our country which have been erased from the national registers six months after Slovenia’s independence because they haven’t legalized their citizenship. They are mainly citizens of former Jugoslavia’s states who now have big troubles because they live in Slovenia but can’t get the citizenship and don’t have any rights …we would like to understand better how is this possible and if there are similar situations in other countries, what other states do etc…

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	LEGAL EQUALITY FOR ALL THE CITIZENS – inequality of treatment for politicians and economic taicoons, different procedures based on social status and economic background of the subject, the erased “foreign Slovenian”…
EUROPEAN ELECTIONS and electoral participation – political apathy of the youngsters, lack of identification with the European citizenship and the institutions of the EU…

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values

	We should be more informed about our national penal system and about the international penal system, to be more informed about our rights and duties, also about the different possible procedures in case of violations or frauds…and to react when there are unfair situations, to develop a stronger moral civil code.
Regarding a more active political participation, we should vote since our 18th year, take politics more seriously, first of all to be more informed about the politicians and representatives that we vote.

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values
	Promote the elections, promote the EU institutions, promote projects of youth mobility; regarding the penal system EU could promote comparative studies …

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	More hours/lessons to dedicate to civil and ethic education , the contents should be included in different subjects as history, language-literature lessons, sociology, geography…

More projects based on cultural exchange – school partnerships and on collaboration with the national and international (EU) institutions (for ex. Educational institutes, prisons, Ministry of defense, Ministry of internal affairs…ONU, Amnesty International…)

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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