EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARATORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND  JUSTICE
School: Spain _ Generalitat Valenciana
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.



	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Citizens’ rights

All human beings have rights, regardless of  whether the state recognizes it or not. These rights are defined and recognized by the U.N. These rights protect all human beings and are collected in the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. Their characteristics are:

-They are universals, all the people in the world have them equally.

- We have them  since we are born.

- They are also inalienable and you cannot refuse to have them.

- They have developed through history and have  been adapted to the necessities of each period of time.

Justice 

We can define it as the fact of protecting or giving more to the ones who need more. Some people can think that justice is to distribute the goods in a way that the more you contribute, the more you receive.

Other concepts related to this topic are:

Human dignity: We can define it as the intrinsic value of all human beings. It is the basis of all rights.

Freedom: The ability to  choose. Being free means to get rid of the necessity that rules animal behaviour.

Responsibility: Being responsible  means to make decisions free, voluntary and conciously , assuming the consequences  those decisions can have.

Solidarity: Feeling of unity based on  common aims and intentions.



	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	As citizens, we have the right to have a healthy environment.As a local  example we can talk about the river that crosses our city, the “ Segura” river. There are factories beside the river that dump toxic wastes and no company is fined for doing it. We have to suffer the pollution and the government doesn’t do anything to avoid the problem.

Other example we can see in our country is the problem we have near  the seaside towns, especially in the south east, where we live. Builders have built an excesive number of houses causing damage to the environment.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	Focusing on this right to have a healthy environment, we should think of the next generations. We should care for our world. It is not ours, some day it will belong to our descendants. We can act locally: we can recycle, we can take public means of transport to reduce emissions of CO2, we can save water, a natural resource which is scanty in our country….

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	EU should guarantee  that all citizens  have the same rights, no matter the country they live.EU should promote laws that protects these citizens’ rights and should guard that these laws are obeyed not only in the European countries but also in those countries that are not under european jurisdiction.

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	As teachers we should foster the  sensitivity whithin the education , we should promote a more emocional education. All actions are motivated by an emotion. If something doesn’t “touch” you, you don’t move. Our students should be able to empathize with people, they should work on the ability of being in someone’s place, to understand how people can feel when their rights are violated, for instance. And then, they will move, they will act to improve things.

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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