EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING (Bologna 24th-28th November 2009)


PREPARTORY ACTIVITY FORM
Thematic area: CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND JUSTICE
School: Balıkesir Fatma Emin Kutvar Anadolu Lisesi , TURKEY
	 Definitions
	Citizens’ rights: right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European parliament and at municipal elections, right to good administration, right of access to documents, protection by the European ombudsman, right to petition, freedom of movement and of residence, and diplomatic and consular protection

Justice: right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, presumption of innocence and right of defense, principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties, and right not to be tried or pu​nished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.

	What is it?

Give a definition of the key elements on the  base of what you have discussed with your group. You can do also a list of concepts that you will explain better.

	Besides the fundamental rights ,like living freely or deciding for oneself, an individual has the right and privilege to vote for the formation of the country’s governance, as well as act in any organization and community for the good of the country and its citizens. The elected governments’ duty is to keep in mind that they are the rulers of and thanks to those people who voted or didn’t for them, which means treating every individual the same and making the laws so accordingly and fairly that each member of the community doesn’t feel uncared or neglected even if they are criminals or not. 
Citizens have rights as well as obligations. It is not only one-way. 

	What in MY country?
According to the situation in your country, list the aspects of the 2 general concepts that are not respected or enough promoted. 


	· In our country, elections are not conducted fairly enough in some regions.
· Due  to the inequality of the economical status, some people cannot benefit from all educational opportunities. 

· Justice among male-female,abled-disabled or socially different people are sometimes not treated equally.

	What WE can do?

Which actions in everyday life we can do, as young people, to promote and to defend these values


	-Citizens should be aware of the importance of the elections for the country, as well as themselves, so that they respect to justice and behave accordingly.
-Government should focus on the regions that are lack of education. Also the citizens should be conscious about this issue, and be willing to share.

	What EU can do?

Which actions, at European political level, have to be done in order to support and foster these values


	In the first place, the law makers and decision makers should always remain  close to  their public. If they stay around tables talking and deciding what to do without really being aware of the reality of people living in their countries,most of the laws and decisions will inevitably be unrealistic and will be good in theory but unapplicable in practice.

The decision makers shoud consider equality and justice in every field of life and for all the groups of people e.g: civil/ political rights, social/economic/cultural, anti-discrimination (gender, race, disability). Next,student exchange programs can be arranged, international scholarships and educational support which will be available for every group of the public should be provided so as to pave the way for the young to understand and respect all the groups of the public at the same level,which can help form a more just future.  

	RESERVED TO TEACHERS
What would you recommend  about the role of Europe in fostering the development of these topics within the framework of formal educational system?

	EU has a great effect on many things as long as they act together with all the members and neighboring countries. By avoiding their own conflicts or benefits and looking into the subjects of Justice and citizens’ rights in detail and great care, they can implement new and fair educational systems which will really give every student, teacher and parents the needed knowledge and practice. The course books can be prepared  focusing on the fact that every single member of the community is a “value” and important but also has some responsibilities. Workshops for the students of culturally, sociologically different origin on national or international level can be organized, which aims to show the students as they themselves have rights, the others also have the same rights and that must be respected in every field of life.  
Every student or school can be encouraged to exhibit any good practices in those subjects. 

	Notes:
	your contribution will be partially or totally used as materials during the activities in the workshops and for the preparation of the final document to be presented during the closing ceremony. This documents has not to be longer than 2 pages.
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